
How to  Make an NFPA 704 Placard “Diamond” 

In 5 Steps 

 

 

This picture shows what an NFPA 704 Placard/ Diamond looks like in action. The 

purpose of this sign is to help the Fire Department know what types of safety 

hazards are inside of a Room or an Area of a building or property. It is an 

important sign that helps Firefighters and other Emergency Responders stay safe 

during emergencies. Here are some tips about where it should go: 

The NFPA 704 Placard should: 

1. Be large enough to be seen from a distance.  

2. Be on the building, to the side of the door so that it can be seen if the door 

is left open by accident (not above the door or on the door). 

3. Be permanently affixed with durable material, so that it doesn’t fade in the 

sun or fall down. 

4. If the hazardous material is compressed gas, there must also be a sign that 

reads “COMPRESSED GAS”. 

 

This is a Step by Step Guide to help you determine how to make 

and post an NFPA 704 Placard / “Diamond”. 



Step 1: Identify the Hazardous Materials 

Determine which Hazardous Materials are in the area that 

needs to be labeled with an NFPA 704 Diamond and talk to the 

fire inspector about which hazardous materials are important 

for emergency responders to know about. 

 

Example: A Room contains the following hazardous 

materials in the following amounts: 

Acetylene (10 large tanks) 

Carbon Dioxide (5 large tanks) 

Motor Oil (one 55 gallon drum) 

Windex cleaning solution (1 gallon) 

 

In this example, we will not be concerned with the 

Windex cleaning chemical because it is only 1 gallon. The fire 

inspector will direct you to create a sign that includes 

information for the Acetylene, Carbon Dioxide and Motor Oil. 

 

 

 

 

 



Step 2: Get the Safety Data Sheets 

Get the Safety Data Sheet for each Hazardous Material 

that you want to include on the NFPA 704 diamond. This can be 

done through an internet search, or from the on-site Safety 

Data Sheet log. 

 

Example: Google or Bing “Carbon Dioxide SDS” or “Carbon 

Dioxide Safety Data Sheet”. 

 

 

 



Step 3: Find the NFPA Numbers in the SDS 

Look through the Safety Data Sheet for the section that 

includes “Other Information”, and find where they classify the 

chemical with the numbering system from the National Fire 

Protection Association, or NFPA. Usually this is Section 16 

Other Information. 

Find each chemical’s NFPA rating for Red, Blue, Yellow, and 

White.  

 

 

 

 

 



(Step 3: Continued) 

Examples: 

Acetylene’s SDS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Carbon Dioxide’s SDS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Motor Oil’s SDS: 

 
Note: Some Safety Data Sheets do not have colors and may look like this! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Step 4: Select the Highest Hazards 

Select the highest number from each category and 

combine any special symbols. 

 

 Health Flammability Reactivity Special 

Acetylene 0 4 3  

Carbon 

Dioxide 

2 0 0 SA 

Motor Oil 0 1 0  
Highest #: 2 4 3 SA 

 

Step 5: Make a new NFPA 704 Placard with the 

numbers 

 

Note: You may prefer to use an internet search (Google or Bing) to find sign 

manufacturers that will create the sign with the appropriate numbers for you. 


